Press Release – Controversial proposal for railway crossing to be
considered by councillors
Controversial plans for a ramped bridge to replace the crossing at Wareham Railway
Station will be considered by Dorset County Council’s Regulatory Committee on
Thursday 14th June at 10am at the Springfield Hotel, Grange Road, Wareham. To
speak at the meeting a statement can be submitted to David Northover email
d.r.northover@dorsetcc.gov.uk (01305 224175) by 12 noon on Wednesday 13th
June.
Residents have long been campaigning to maintain the ground level crossing, which
provides the only pedestrian access between the two halves of the Town. One
thousand crossings are made every day by people going to work and accessing the
Town's facilities - the shops, schools, play groups, nurseries, doctors' surgery,
dentists and other facilities. These include elderly and disabled people and parents
with young children in pushchairs, who rely on this safe and convenient surface level
crossing.
There was standing room only in the Council Chamber at Westport House when an
application for Listed Building consent was considered by Purbeck District Council
on 31st January. Some 50 residents attended the Council’s Planning Committee to
show their concerns about this proposal. 9 people spoke expressing their serious
concerns about the proposed ramped bridge, which would add about 260 metres
onto a return journey between the north and south sides of the Town up a steep 1 in
12 gradient.
Residents fear that the bridge will split the Town in two, cutting residents off from
jobs and vital local facilities, be too steep (1 in 12) and out-of-keeping with the Listed
Railway Station. Residents also fear that a gradient this steep would actually prevent
some people from walking between the two parts of the Town and accessing the
opposite platform. The proposed added distance would also be too far for some
users. Government standards on the provision of ramps at railway stations clearly
state that ramps for pedestrians and cyclists shall not be steeper than 1 in 20 since
steeper ramps can be very difficult for people in wheelchairs and those who have
difficulty in walking.
Purbeck District Council has objected to the planning application for the proposed
ramped bridge, which Dorset County Council will consider on Thursday.
Nick Fagan, Chair of Wareham Town Trust urges everyone to come to the meeting
on Thursday “The proposed ramped bridge would cut the town in half, be too steep
for people in self- propelled wheelchairs and would seriously damage the setting of
our Victorian Station. Despite the strength of local opinion Dorset County Council
seems determined to press ahead with these unnecessary ramps. We urge local
people to come to the meeting and have their say on these controversial plans” .
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Contact for further information: Nick Fagan, Chair Wareham Town Trust
nickfagan@talktalk.net 01929 551047
Hilary Evans hilary@eaststreet.plus.com 01929 551828

For more information on Dorset County Council’s proposals see link below:
http://countyplanning.dorsetforyou.com/ePlanningOPS/loadRepresentation.do?pprAplId=5937

Details of Dorset County Council’s Regulatory Committee
http://dorset.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=225&MId=1363&Ver
=4

Public demonstration held on 23rd April 2016

